Part II students were asked to identify links between the historic costume from part I to how this civilization influences dress and traditions today. To continue with the Greek example, two students wrote that they attended Greek Festivals, wore parts of Greek national dress at dance festivals, and about the importance of the Easter Holiday to Greek Orthodox. One student noted Greek traditional food, such as souvlaki, gyros, and moussaka has permeated American culture as many Mediterranean Restaurants offer these menu staples. Some additional cultures students discussed were Jewish, Austrian, Korean, Ecuadorian, Italian, Swedish, and Dutch.
For Part III of the assignment, students were required to write an article that might be published in a popular journal (e.g., The New York Times, Elle Magazine) or for a university student journal (e.g., Campus Daily). A press article helped define expectations for the assignment including a set pageminimum, cohesive and concise writing style, in-text citations and references, and use of illustrations. This was a unique way to format the assignment that provided sample work for a portfolio. Students were also required to prepare a 10-15 minute oral presentation and facilitate a discussion.
Description of effectiveness:
The activity was completed in courses at two different universities and participating students were asked to evaluate the activity. The instructors observed, having students create a visual timeline with supporting documentation furthered student knowledge about contemporary fashion, cultural diversity, gender, dress, and contributed to an understanding of the significance of ancient civilizations and cultures who were style icons and innovators throughout time. The variety of cultural traditions identified was a strong indicator that students were integrating the importance of other cultures and assimilation of these into mainstream American culture. During discussions the instructors observed students felt included sharing their findings and showing an appreciation for diversity in the classroom, ancient civilizations, historic dress, and of the power of knowledge of the past to understand contemporary fashion. In responses to the open-ended assessment questions, students said it was inspirational to research their personal heritage through dress and they realized the significance of dress as a manifestation of cultural identity. One student wrote: The Austrian-Hungry Empire was once so large but now is small due to conflict and war yet traditional dress such the Tarcht is quite common as the youth are reclaiming traditions. During the Nazi invasion of Austria, the Jewish people were forbidden to wear their traditional clothing as it was often seen as a political statement. It is amazing to think that clothes and dress have such an impact on the self-expression that can be interpreted around the world. Students also noted a widening perspective of culture as it relates to dress, themselves, and the country. A student said: I learned how Aztec designs and motifs are incorporated into today's fashion (anything from a pencil to an haute couture dress) and how popular different cultural motifs influence the U.S. Another student commented on overcoming cultural stereotypes: I along with a lot of other people use to think they (muumuus) were just for older ladies who wanted garments that weren't tight fitting, but now I know more about their uses. Students discussed the benefits of the activity in studying costume history. A student said: I really enjoyed doing this assignment. It gave me a chance to look at something I was clearly passionate about but was not that informed about. It was awesome to compare everything I learned in class that initially did not "hit home" to something that is part of me and I am part of it." Indication of plans for continuation, revision, or follow-up: This assignment fostered an inclusive attitude among students and gave students the opportunity to research and view visual images of different appearances and ethnicities. It also allowed students to educate their peers about their heritage and build a multicultural classroom environment of respect and understanding. Students gained insight into their own and their peers' cultural traditions while learning about costume history. The activity is flexible enough to allow for parts of it to be incorporated in the class (e.g. assign part I only). It can also be revised to fit other courses, such as a fashion industry or international markets course where instead of visually tracing the history of a garment, a student can trace its production globally.
